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The 23rd annual leaf and beach cleanup 

is scheduled for Saturday November 

14, 2015, 8:00 am to dusk. The City of 

Liberty Lake is co-sponsoring this annual 

program. Leaf, beach, and yard waste 

will be picked up in front of residences 

within the Liberty Lake Sewer and Wa-

ter District boundaries. If you receive 

water and/or sewer service from the 

District, you are eligible for the pick-up.  

The purpose of the cleanup is to protect 

the lake, aquifer and river from nutrient 

loading from stormwater that may 

transport decaying vegetation. Yard 

waste can be beneficial when compost-

ed but can be a nutrient source when 

mixed with stormwater that discharges 

to waterbodies.  

The procedure will be the same as in 

past years; all material must be bagged 

or contained for easy loading by the 

crews. Pick up crews will not have 

time to rake. Please limit materials to 

leaves, yard/garden vegetation, 

weeds, pine needles, grass clippings 

and the like. Please no rocks! No 

Stumps! No roots! No trees! No sod! No 

pumpkins! No Shrubs! Store waste ma-

terial close to the street for ease of 

loading. Keep bags as light as possible. 

Assistance with loading is always appre-

ciated.  

Your support is needed to make this 

project a success. The schedule could 

be altered due to inclement weather 

and amount of material. Note: Bagged, 

contained, and/or piled aquatic weeds 

on beaches or docks will be picked up 

during the week of November 16th. 

For more information please contact the 

District office at 922-5443. Volunteer 

workers are always welcome. Meet at 

the Water Reclamation Facility at 8am 

or call 922-5443. Thanks for your sup-

port. 

 

 

23rd Annual Leaf Pickup 

NEED HELP?  CONTACT US  

Administration Office 

22510 E. Mission Ave. Liberty Lake, WA 99019 

8AM to 5PM - Monday through Friday 

info@libertylake.org 

(509) 922-5443  

After hours emergency please call: 

(509) 623-7920

This Newsletter is also on-line at:         
http://libertylake.org/newsletters/ 

We’re on Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @LLSWD1 

SERV I N G  PE OPL E  AN D  T H E  EN V I RON M EN T           W WW. L I BER TYL AK E . ORG   I N  TH I S  I S SU E  
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2015 Water Rate Study 

Municipal utilities in Washington State 

are operated as enterprise funds, char-

acterized by their reliance on user rates 

rather than taxes to cover the cost of 

providing service. Liberty Lake Sewer & 

Water District operates water and sewer 

utilities, accounting for each as a sepa-

rate enterprise. The District engaged 

FCS GROUP in 2014 to evaluate revenue 

needs and rates for its water utility.  

 

The District is responsible for funding all 

of its costs. The primary source of fund-

ing is derived from ongoing monthly or 

quarterly charges for service, with addi-

tional revenues coming from connection 

fees, inspection fees, and other miscel-

laneous fees and charges. The District 

controls the level of user charges and, 

through approval by the Board of Com-

missioners, can adjust user charges as 

needed to meet its financial objectives.  

 

The water rate study was based on a 

framework of fiscal policies that pro-

mote the financial integrity and 

stability of the District’s water 

utility. Financial policies em-

ployed by the District, as well as 

operating, capital, and financial 

forecasts were evaluated to 

establish the proposed rates.  

 

The District’s current water 

rates were established in 1994 

and the connection fee in 1999. 

Both fees have remained un-

changed since adoption. Up for 

approval by the Board in Decem-

ber, the proposed increase to the base 

water rate is $1.05/month (base rate 

only, no proposed increase to overage 

rates) and the increase to the connec-

tion fee by $643 for 2016 and 2017. 

 

To assure pure drinking water and ef-

fectively treated wastewater we main-

tain the highest security, safety, con-

struction practices, operating stand-

ards, low rates and fiscal responsibility.  

 

 

FAST  FACTS  

 

For more information, a list of certified 

backflow assembly testers, or to learn if 

your system has backflow protection 

contact Larry White at 922-5443 or visit 

these websites:  

Spokane Regional Cross Connection 

Control Chapter  

www.src4.org 

Washington State Department of 

Health Office of Drinking Water 

www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw 

Spokane Aquifer Joint Board  

www.spokaneaquifer.org  

Once water enters your irrigation sys-

tem it can become contaminated with 

lawn chemicals and bacteria. Your irri-

gation system is required to have ade-

quate backflow protection. If you do 

not, blowing out the system can push 

this contaminated water back into your 

home’s water supply. All systems that 

contain pumps or injectors for lawn 

chemicals are considered a high risk and 

should be equipped with a Reduced 

Pressure Backflow Assembly (RPBA). If 

the system does not have pumps or in-

jectors it is considered a moderate risk 

and requires a Double Check Valve As-

sembly (DCVA) or a Pressure Breaker 

Vacuum Assembly (PBVA). However if 

you plan to use an air compressor on 

your irrigation system, a PBVA will not 

provide adequate protection. 

 

FAST  FACTS  

Did you know that nearly half (48%)

of the water used in the District 

annually is applied to landscapes. 

Sprinkler Blow Outs 

Sample Quarterly Bill – 3/4” @ 3,400 cf  

Double Check Valve Assembly (DCVA)  

http://www.src4.org
http:www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw
http://www.spokaneaquifer.org
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    Washington Drought 2015 
Fall Reservoir Maintenance 

Every fall during the irrigation system 

blowout period, the district lightly chlo-

rinates the reservoirs to disinfect the 

system as a preventive measure.  In 

addition, mains are flushed to eliminate 

stagnant water in dead-end lines.   

Winterize Water Meters 

Now is the time to think about winteriz-

ing water meters. The District has me-

ter blankets available to customers at 

no cost. Waterproof insulating materials 

can be used to insulate the meter from 

freezing. Don’t fill meter box with ma-

terial that will absorb water and freeze. 

For additional information please con-

tact us. 

Water Meter Access 

Water meters are read for residential 

customers only 4 times per year. Cus-

tomers are required to keep the meter 

vault clear of obstructions such as 

shrubbery, debris, machinery, vehicles, 

etc. Customers with meters in back 

yards must provide access for meter 

reading. The District on occasion will 

trim shrubs to access meters. If the me-

ter reader experiences a problem, a 

door hanger will be left describing the 

problem. Your prompt attention is ap-

preciated.  

 

 

Department of Ecology News Release - September 24, 2015 

OLYMPIA – Even though cooler temperatures and fall colors are returning, Washing-

ton’s historic drought isn’t over. Not by a long shot. 

“The recent rains were nice, but we’re not out of the woods yet,” said Director Maia 

Bellon with the Washington Department of Ecology. “We’re carrying a huge water 

deficit into this fall and winter.” 

In fact, the U.S. Drought Monitor says that the entire state remains in a drought, with 

the west side in severe drought and the east side in extreme drought. 

Because it was so hot and dry for so long, aquifers and reservoirs that supply water to 

fish, farms and communities across the state took a major hit. 

Water experts say that we need a “normal” snowpack this winter to stave off a sec-

ond year of drought. 

Yet there’s growing concern that snow may not be in the cards for the second winter 

in a row. 

Climatologists are calling for an unusually strong El Nino weather pattern. Meaning a 

high likelihood that Washington could have another warmer-than-normal winter. 

“The models are certainly suggesting a warmer winter,” said State Climatologist Nick 

Bond. “We may not get the snow we so desperately need.” 

With water supplies at extreme lows and weather forecasts calling for less snow in 

the mountains, it’s time to start planning for next year. 

“We’re already preparing for what very well could be another difficult year ahead,” 

Director Bellon said. 

Ecology is coordinating with irrigation districts, like in the Yakima Basin – our state’s 

greatest agricultural region. Plans are being made to start leasing water as early as 

January, well ahead of next year’s planting season. This will help farmers better plan 

for water supply and crop rotations. 

The agency is prepared to spend more money next year to lease even more water 

from farmers. Pictures showing the drought hardships and response work across the 

state are available on Ecology’s drought website and Flickr album. 

Contacts: 

Dan Partridge, communications manager, 360-407-7139 

Dustin Terpening, communications, 360-407-7647 

 

 FAST  FACTS  

The LLSWD has 5 wells and 8 res-

ervoirs that provide water directly 

from the Spokane Valley-

Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer without 

any additives such as chlorine.  

DROUGHT INFO &  RESOU RCES  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/drought/ 

http://www.climate.washington.edu/

events/2015drought/ 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/drought/
http://www.climate.washington.edu/events/2015drought/
http://www.climate.washington.edu/events/2015drought/
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2015 Lake Algae Bloom 

 

This summer Liberty Lake experienced a 6 week long cyanobacteria bloom (also 

known as blue-green algae). Throughout Washington, lakes and rivers experienced 

more intense and widespread blooms believed by scientists to be due to warm wa-

ter and the State’s drought condition (Washington Department of Ecology News 

Release, August 18, 2015). With below average snowpack, below average precipita-

tion and above average temperatures, climatic conditions were favorable for algae 

blooms in Liberty Lake. The predominant cyanobacteria species present was Gloe-

otrichia. Gloeotrichia is a freshwater algae that can appear unexpectedly, even in 

remote and pristine lakes with low nutrients. Unlike other algae, Gloeotrichia can 

be seen with the naked eye, where it looks like tiny puff balls (the size of a pencil 

lead) floating in the water column. Likely the colonies develop in the bottom wa-

ters where sediment releases a portion of its phosphate. The algae can adjust their 

buoyancy with displacement of gas and rise to the surface where they can be dis-

tributed horizontally by wind-driven water currents. Although uncommon, Gloe-

otrichia can produce toxins. LLSWD staff sampled the bloom three times over the 

bloom period and toxins were not present in any of the samples. As a cautionary 

action, LLSWD staff placed “CAUTION—Toxic Algae May be Present” signs at various 

locations to raise public awareness about the algae bloom. Not all lakes in Washing-

ton are monitored for toxic algae, but lakes can be tested if a suspected toxic algae 

bloom is reported. To find out what a toxic algae bloom looks like, see what lakes 

are having toxic algae blooms, or to report a suspected algae bloom, visit the 

Washington State Toxic Algae website at https://www.nwtoxicalgae.org. For 

blooms found on Liberty Lake, contact the Liberty Lake Sewer and Water District at 

922-5443 and we will collect toxicity samples and have them sent off for analysis at 

no cost.  

Page 4 Fall 2015  

LAKE  RESOURCES  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/

links/plants.html 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/coastalatlas/

tools/LakeDetail.aspx?

ReachCode=17010305000436 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

https://www.nwtoxicalgae.org
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/links/plants.html
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