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The 25th annual leaf and beach cleanup 

is scheduled for Saturday, November 

11, 2017, 8:00 am to dusk. The City 

of Liberty Lake is co-sponsoring this 

annual program. Leaf, yard, and beach 

waste will be picked up in front of resi-

dences within the Liberty Lake Sewer 

and Water District boundaries. If you 

receive water and/or sewer service 

from the District, you are eligible for 

the pick-up.  

 

The purpose of the cleanup is to protect 

the lake, aquifer and river from nutrient 

loading from stormwater that may 

transport decaying vegetation. Yard 

waste can be beneficial when compost-

ed but can be a nutrient source when 

mixed with stormwater that discharges 

to waterbodies.  

25th Annual Leaf Pickup 

NEED HELP?  CONTACT US  

Administration Office 

22510 E. Mission Ave., Liberty Lake, WA 99019 

8AM to 5PM - Monday through Friday 

info@libertylake.org 

(509) 922-5443  

After hours emergency please call: 

(509) 623-7920

 
 
We’re on Twitter 
and Facebook 

 
 

https://twitter.com/LLSWD1 
https://www.facebook.com/LLSWD1 
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The procedure will be the same as in 

past years; all material must be bagged 

or contained for easy loading by the 

crews. Please limit materials to 

leaves, yard/garden vegetation, 

weeds, pine needles and grass clip-

pings. Please no rocks! No Stumps! No 

roots! No trees or limbs! No sod! No 

pumpkins! No Shrubs! Store waste ma-

terial close to the street for ease of 

loading. Keep bags as light as possible. 

Assistance with loading is always appre-

ciated. The schedule could be altered 

due to inclement weather and amount 

of material.  

 

Note: Bagged, contained, and/or piled 

aquatic weeds on beaches or docks 

will be picked up during the week of 

November 6th (only in accessible are-

as — otherwise material must be 

bagged and placed in an accessible 

area). For more information please con-

tact the District office at 922-5443. 

Thanks for your support! 

https://twitter.com/LLSWD1
https://www.facebook.com/LLSWD1
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Hydrant Maintenance 

This will equate to better than 99% 

removal of phosphorous entering 

the facility. The end product will 

be “Class A” reclaimed water. To-

tal cost of this upgrade is $17 mil-

lion. In early 2015, the District re-

ceived loan funding through Wash-

ington State Department of Ecolo-

gy’s State Revolving Fund. The 

$15.9 million dollar loan must be 

paid back over 20 years. The Dis-

trict’s NPDES permit mandates the 

District to have upgrades to the 

WRF completed to meet the new 

nutrient criteria by March 1, 2018. 

The District’s treatment facility 

upgrades and increase in sampling 

have ultimately resulted in in-

creased sewer rates in the recent 

years, as well as planned increases 

for the future. 

The construction for the mandated 

Phase 2 facility upgrade is now near 

completion and anticipated to be on-

line by November. 

 

The upgrade to the WRF includes the 

addition of effluent filtration with sub-

merged membranes, chemical equip-

ment for coagulation, modifications to 

the existing UV disinfection system for 

future reuse, addition of a second head-

works fine screen, and other improve-

ments to existing buildings and sites. 

 

The improvements will upgrade effluent 

quality in order to meet the standards 

of Spokane River/Lake Spokane Total 

Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for Dis-

solved Oxygen. This additional treat-

ment will further reduce phosphorous 

discharge from our facility to less than 

½ pound per day. 

 

Water Reclamation Facility Upgrade  

There are approximately 600 fire hydrants in the District. 

Fire hydrant requirements are determined by the 

International Fire Code (IFC). Hydrants shall be located so 

as to be accessible to fire apparatus and not be obstructed 

by any structure or vegetation or have the visibility 

impaired for a distance of fifty feet in the direction of 

vehicular approach to the hydrant. There shall be a clear 

area around the hydrant of not less than thirty-six inches 

for clearance of a hydrant wrench on both outlets and the 

control valve.  

The District takes responsibility for hydrant maintenance, 

and all hydrants shall be maintained in operable condition. 

This summer the District performed inspection and 

maintenance activities such as painting, improving visibility 

and accessibility. 

The District has found hydrants painted as minions, bronze, 

green, and gold. According to the Fire Code for Spokane 

County hydrant color standard is chrome yellow. The 

District will have to repaint hydrants not meeting this 

standard. 

If you are aware of any hydrants that require maintenance 

or are in need of repair or improvements please let the 

District know.  

  
Before After 

The ports for this hydrant were only 4 inches above ground. The 

bottom of the lowest outlet of the hydrant shall be no less than 

eighteen inches above the grade. The District raised this hydrant. 
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Special Purpose Districts 

Special Purpose Districts are independ-

ent, limited purpose local governments 

that exist separately from a City, Town, 

or County government. They are formed 

to perform a single function or a set of 

related functions. In 1973, to restore 

the lake, area residents voted to form 

the Liberty Lake Sewer District as a Spe-

cial Purpose District in the State of 

Washington. Water was included into 

the District in 1978. 

Water, sewer and combined water/

sewer districts are special purpose dis-

tricts created under the provisions of 

Title 57 RCW.  These districts are creat-

ed by, owned by, and maintained by the 

ratepayers they serve.  The Liberty Lake 

Sewer and Water District (LLSWD) is 

governed by a 3 member Board of Com-

missioners, whom are elected and serve 

6-year terms.   

LLSWD operates to serve a specific pub-

lic purpose; to provide sewer and water 

services. In addition, the LLSWD also 

provides lake management activities as 

authorized under Title 57 RCW. 

Special Purpose Sewer and Water Dis-

tricts in Washington State are operated 

as enterprise funds, characterized by 

their reliance on user rates rather than 

taxes to cover the cost of providing ser-

vice. Liberty Lake Sewer and Water Dis-

trict operates water and sewer utilities, 

accounting for each as a separate enterprise. The District is responsible for funding 

all of its costs. The primary source of funding is derived from ongoing monthly charg-

es for service, with additional revenues coming from connection fees, inspection 

fees, and other miscellaneous fees and charges. Special purpose sewer and water 

districts do not have taxing authority. 

Special purpose districts can directly link costs to benefits. General purpose local 

governments such as Cities and Towns levy general taxes to pay for an array of public 

services. Taxpayers often do not perceive that the services they receive are directly 

related to the amount of taxes they pay. In a special purpose district, only those who 

benefit from district services pay for them. There is a more direct correlation be-

tween funding and services received (MRSC, 2003). 

Facts on Special Purpose Sewer and Water Districts in Washington: 

 182 Sewer and Water Districts 

 Water Districts serve 22% of the state's population 

 Sewer Districts serve 21% of the state's population 

 Collectively, Districts manage a $595 million annual enterprise 

 Invest $135 million annually on capital projects 

 Invest $55 million annually on small business contracts 

 Contribute $17 million annually in state taxes 

 Contribute $5 million annually in taxes to local governments 

Source: http://waswdmap.org/ 

There is little information available on the earliest special districts in the United 

States. It is known that park districts existed in the 18th century.  

As your Special Purpose Sewer and Water District, our mission is public sewer and 

water service through leadership to preserve and protect the aquifer, river, and lake; 

serving people and the environment. To assure pure drinking water and effectively 

treated wastewater we maintain the highest security, safety, construction practices, 

operating standards, low rates and fiscal responsibility. We serve as an advocate and 

clearinghouse for lake, river and aquifer protection, conscientious wastewater treat-

ment, and water conservation. We continually monitor water quality and manage the 

watershed to understand and prevent negative influences while operating a safe, 

secure, and reliable sewer and water utility. We take pride in our community and 

continually seek to improve the service we provide our owner/ratepayers. We honor 

and value representative local government that works, without taxes. We foster a 

professional, rewarding, supportive, and fun work environment that makes all of this 

possible. 

Visit us at www.libertylake.org 

The Liberty Lake Sewer and Water District regular board meetings are held on the 

2nd Monday of every month. Meetings begin at 4:00pm and are held in the multipur-

pose (meeting) room  at 22510 E. Mission Ave. Liberty Lake. All of the meetings are 

open to the public.  
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Automatic Meter Reading 

The District has taken the initial steps in 

implementing Automatic Meter Reading 

(AMR) water meters as part of its meter 

replacement program. Automatic meter 

reading, or AMR, is the technology of 

automatically collecting consumption, 

diagnostic, and status data from the 

water meter. This data is collected by a 

handheld device which is transferred to 

a database for billing, troubleshooting, 

and analyzing. Our meter readers and 

billing personnel handle a large volume 

of data and entering that data manually 

increases the chance for human error.  

 

Radio Frequency (RF) based meter read-

ing usually eliminates the need for the 

meter reader to enter the property or 

facility, or to locate and open an under-

ground meter pit. The utility saves mon-

ey by increased speed of reading, safer 

reading methods, and has fewer missed 

readings from being unable to access 

the meter. 

The District has employed a two-way or 

"wake up" system, where the radio sig-

nal is sent to the AMR meter's unique 

serial number, instructing its transceiv-

er to power-up and transmit its data. 

This transmitting occurs quarterly when 

the District performs its meter reading. 

The water meter is continuously col-

lecting information, but its data is not 

transmitted until a signal is sent to the 

meter from a handheld device. 

 

In handheld AMR, a meter reader car-

ries a handheld computer with a built-

in or attached receiver/transceiver to 

collect meter readings from an AMR 

capable meter. This is sometimes re-

ferred to as "walk-by" meter reading 

since the meter reader walks or drives 

by the locations where meters are in-

stalled as they go through their meter 

reading route.  
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———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

The District’s metering system com-

municates over a licensed spectrum 

with the U.S. Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC), and are in complete 

compliance with FCC rules and regula-

tions. 

 

So, if you observe a District employee 

replacing your water meter you now 

have some knowledge of the District’s 

meter replacement program and AMR. 

As a courtesy, District staff who are 

replacing meters knock on the custom-

er’s door if there is an interruption of 

service.  All water meters, whether 

located on private property, in public 

rights-of-way, or in utility easements 

are owned and maintained by the Dis-

trict. The protection of all meters and 

meter vaults (concrete rectangle box 

with metal access lid) located on pri-

vate property shall be the responsibility 

of the property owner.  


