
27th Annual Leaf Pickup 
Page 1 

Fire Hydrants 

Page 2 

Sprinkler Blow Outs 
Page 2 

Cross Connection Control 
Page 3 

Pools 

Page 3 

District Water Meters 

Page 4 

The 27th annual leaf and beach cleanup 

is scheduled for Saturday, November 

9, 2019, 8:00 am to dusk. The City 

of Liberty Lake is co-sponsoring this 

annual program. Leaf and beach waste 

will be picked up in front of residences 

within the Liberty Lake Sewer and Wa-

ter District (and City of Liberty Lake) 

boundaries. If you receive water and/or 

sewer service from the District, or live 

in Liberty Lake, you are eligible for the 

pick-up.  

 

The purpose of the cleanup is to protect 

the lake, aquifer and river from nutrient 

loading from stormwater that may 

transport decaying vegetation. Yard 

waste can be beneficial when compost-

ed but can be a nutrient source when 

mixed with stormwater that discharges 

to waterbodies.  

27th Annual Leaf Pickup 

NEED HELP?  CONTACT US  

Administration Office 

22510 E. Mission Ave., Liberty Lake, WA 99019 

8AM to 5PM - Monday through Friday 

info@libertylake.org 

(509) 922-5443  

After hours emergency please call: 

(509) 623-7920

 
 
We’re on Twitter 
and Facebook 
 
 

https://twitter.com/LLSWD1 
https://www.facebook.com/LLSWD1 
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The procedure will be the same as in 

past years; all material must be bagged 

or contained for easy loading by the 

crews. Please limit materials to 

leaves, yard/garden vegetation, 

weeds, pine needles and grass clip-

pings. Please no rocks! No Stumps! No 

roots! No trees or limbs! No sod! No 

pumpkins! No Shrubs! No pet waste!  

 

Please place waste material as close to 

the street for ease of loading. Keep 

bags as light as possible. We understand 

the importance of biodegradable bags, 

but unfortunately these bags do not 

hold up well to the weather (rain/snow) 

when placed outside. Assistance with 

loading is always appreciated. The 

schedule could be altered due to in-

clement weather and amount of materi-

al.  

 

Note: Bagged, contained, and/or piled 

aquatic weeds on beaches or docks 

will be picked up during the week of 

November 11th (only in accessible 

areas via boat or vehicular access). For 

more information please contact the 

District office. The annual leaf and 

beach pickup is regularly scheduled for 

the second Saturday in November. 

Thank you for your support! 

https://twitter.com/LLSWD1
https://www.facebook.com/LLSWD1
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Fire Hydrants 

For more information or to learn if 

your system has backflow protec-

tion contact the District at 922-

5443 or visit these websites:  

Spokane Regional Cross 

Connection Control Chapter  

www.src4.org 

Washington State Department of 

Health—Office of Drinking Water 

www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw 

Spokane Aquifer Joint Board  

www.spokaneaquifer.org  

Once water enters your irrigation sys-

tem it can become contaminated with 

lawn chemicals and bacteria. Your irri-

gation system is required to have ade-

quate backflow protection. If you do 

not, blowing out the system can push 

this contaminated water back into your 

home’s water supply and/or the public 

water system. All systems that contain 

pumps or injectors for lawn chemicals 

are considered a high risk and should be 

equipped with a Reduced Pressure Back-

flow Assembly (RPBA). If the system 

does not have pumps or injectors it is 

considered a moderate risk and requires 

a Double Check Valve Assembly (DCVA) 

or a Pressure Breaker Vacuum Assembly 

(PBVA). However if you plan to use an 

air compressor on your irrigation sys-

tem, a PBVA will not provide adequate 

protection. Please read the next section 

on Cross Connection Control for more. 

 
Sprinkler Blow Outs 

There are approximately 650 fire hydrants in the District. Fire hydrant 

requirements are determined by the International Fire Code (IFC). Hydrants 

shall be located so as to be accessible to a fire apparatus and not be 

obstructed by any structure or vegetation or have the visibility impaired for a 

distance of fifty feet in the direction of vehicular approach to the hydrant. 

There shall be a clear area around the hydrant of not less than 36 inches for 

clearance of a hydrant wrench on both outlets and the control valve.  

Fire hydrants installed in compliance with the minimum design standards and 

located within a publicly owned easement or right-of-way are owned by the 

water purveyor. The District takes responsibility for hydrant maintenance, 

and all hydrants shall be maintained in operable condition. The District 

routinely performs inspection and maintenance activities such as painting, 

improving visibility and accessibility. Spokane Valley Fire Department 

conducts courtesy flow and pressure testing annually. Testing is done in 

accordance with the provisions of the IFC. 

The District issues fire hydrant permits in a manner that prevents 

contamination of the domestic drinking water system, protects hydrants for 

the primary use of fire protection, prevents damage to fire hydrants and 

provides safe practices in the operation of a hydrant. Water may not be 

withdrawn from any fire hydrant of LLSWD without first obtaining a permit. 

All connections to fire hydrants must have approved backflow prevention 

device such as an approved backflow assembly or air gap. Unauthorized 

connections to fire hydrants are illegal and subject to prosecution.  

If you see suspicious activity, please contact the District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.src4.org
http:www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw
http://www.spokaneaquifer.org
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Cross Connection Control 

Did you know it is unlawful for any person to drain, run or otherwise discharge or connect unauthorized water and/or non-

stormwater discharges (termed illicit discharges) to the sewer system, storm sewer system, surface waters or ground waters of the 

state without permission? Spokane County Code, Title 9, Chapter 9.14.215 defines discharges of unauthorized waters. This in-

cludes discharges from swimming pools and hot tubs.  

Similarly, the District does not permit discharge from swimming pools and hot tubs 

into our sewer system. Our wastewater treatment plant is a biological facility and 

the chlorine content in pools and hot tubs can disrupt the biology in our plant ren-

dering treatment ineffective. Furthermore, the District does not have a combined 

sewer system, meaning stormwater from roadways are not combined with 

wastewater from homes. So, when pools/hot tubs are drained into the road (not 

permitted by the County or City of Liberty Lake) it does not make it to our sewer 

system. Lastly, filling of pools and hot tubs permitted from the District’s fire hy-

drants must have a backflow assembly (see previous section on Cross Connection 

Control). 

For info about where you are allowed to empty your pool to, contact Jeremy Jenkins @ 922-5443 

A Cross Connection is a connection from the water distribution system to a point of 

use where an elevated risk of water contamination exists. Cross connections are re-

quired to have devices installed to protect the quality of the water in the distribution 

system. These devices are installed on irrigation systems, fire sprinklers or other 

types of water uses where water could become contaminated. Backflow devices are 

designed to prevent water from re-entering the water distribution system in the event 

of a loss of system pressure. Backflow protection devices are tools that allow system 

users flexibility and also help maintain safe drinking water in the distribution system.   

The District is required to have a Cross-Connection Control Program in accordance with Washing-

ton Administrative Code (WAC) Chapter 246-290-490. The purpose of the District's cross-

connection control program shall be to protect the public water system from contamination via 

cross-connections. The District's responsibility for cross-connection control shall begin at the wa-

ter supply source, storage, and distribution facilities, and end at the point of delivery to the con-

sumer's water system, which begins at the downstream end of the service connection or water 

meter.  

Liberty Lake Sewer and Water District has a responsibility to ensure that all system users receive 

safe drinking water. To ensure the system is properly protected, the District tracks backflow de-

vices. After a backflow device is installed, initial testing is required to ensure proper protection of the water system. Testing must 

be performed by a Washington State certified Backflow Assembly Tester and must be done at least once a year. If repairs are re-

quired, they usually can be completed at the time of the backflow test. After a successful test is completed, Backflow Assembly 

Testers submit a test report to the District. The test reports are our method of confirming that backflow function has been main-

tained so the system is safe for all users. When your device has been tested, you or your tester should send a copy of the report to 

the District.  

The District will be increasing our efforts on Cross Connection Control. Traditionally this program has been limited to commercial 

and new residential developments. The importance of increasing our efforts is to protect the quality and safety of our water, espe-

cially since the District is one of the very few municipal systems that remains non-chlorinated. The District is in the process of de-

veloping this program and will be rolling it out slowly in phases. For more information please contact the District at 922-5443.  

Pools 

Double Check Valve Assembly  

Reduced Pressure Assembly 
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District Water Meters 

The District owns your water meter and 

reads them 4 times per year. Base rate is 

billed monthly and water overage is billed 

quarterly in arrears (for water you have 

used). 
 

Customers are required to keep the meter 

vault clear of obstructions such as shrub-

bery, debris, machinery, vehicles, boats, 

etc. The District on occasion will trim 

shrubs to access the meter. If a meter 

reader experiences a problem a door 

hanger will be left requesting corrective 

action.  
 

Most of the water meters in the District 

are Sensus brand meters. The reading info 

is used to determine the amount of your 

water bill. We read the “odometer” or 

register on the meter and subtract the 

last reading to determine the water used. 

The register is intended to enable you to 

read your own meter, so you can monitor 

your own water use and determine if the 

use meets your goals for maintaining your 

property and keeping your water bill un-

der control. 

If you have a high bill, you may want to 

read the meter to check that the reading 

by the District is correct. If you have 

questions about your read, the District 

would be happy to re-read the meter. 

One possible cause of a high reading 

would be a leak in your system. If all of 

the water in the house is off and the me-

ter is still registering, you may have a 

leak. You should contact the District for 

assistance if you think you have a leak. 

The District has FREE dye kits available at 

the District office for testing leaks.  
 

Now is the time to think about winterizing 

water meters. The District has meter 

blankets available to customers at no 

cost. Waterproof insulating materials can 

be used to insulate the meter from freez-

ing.  
 

For more information on our billing visit 

our website at libertylake.org/billing-and-

finances/  
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FUN FACTS  

A pinhole size leak may lose up to  10 gal-

lons per hour, a pencil size leak can use up 

to 140 gallons per hour and a 3/16 inch leak 

more than 300 gallons per hour. A dripping 

faucet that fills a cup in 10 minutes wastes 

3,280 gallons per year.


